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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Appl. No. 
Applicant 
Filed 
Title 



09/675.890 

Naohito TAKEUCHI et al. 
September 29. 2000 



Art Unit: 1771 



Examiner Terrel H. Morris 



WATER-DECOMPOSABLE FIBROUS SHEET CONTAINING 
GEL COMPOUND 



LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the March 15, 2004 telephone 
conversation between Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) Terrel Morris and 
Michael Sullivan (agent for Applicants), during which SPE Morris confirmed 
receipt by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the htformation Disclosure 
Statement (IDS) submitted on December 3. 2003 in he above-referenced 
application and acknowledged that the references cited therein had been 



PAGE 2/4 ' RCVD AT 3/18/2004 2:59:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRM/3 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:212 753 6237* DURATION (miti-ss):0142 



03/18/2004 15:01 FAX 212 753 6237 



DARBV & DARBV PC 



12003/004 



considered prior to allowance of this application. 

Furthermore, while Applicants believe that the ceitificatlon made in the 

December 3. 2003 IDS Is fully compliant with Rule 1.97(e)(1). Applicants hereby 

re-certify as follows: 

Each item of information contained in the informc tion disclosure 
statement submitted by Applicants on December 3, 2003 was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patfjnt office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

In view of the December 3, 2003 certification and the above re- 
certification. Applicants respectfully request that the record reflect the Examiner's 
prior consideration of the references cited on the December 3, 2003 IDS by 
initialing the list of references (Form PTO/SB/08) submitted therewith, a copy of 
which is enclosed with this letter. 



Respectfull/ submitted. 



Dated: March 18, 2004 




Diann?i Goldenson 
Regist-ation No. 52,949 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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